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PAl up to be Inſtruments of Mere! and 
N51 ng, and Peace,unto this af flick 
ed and diſtratted C hurd) und Nation, 
bs al He hath led you on unto this Bleſſed 
_ Wark, by {9 Operations of his Divine Providence, 
-, by Wonderful Returns unto the prayers of his people, and 
Af * ty a Hand ſtretched out from Heaven; He hath done 
great Things for you, and by yeu, for ds people ; _ 4nd 
bath ſet Honour and Happineſſe before you, that your 
Names may be precious to all Generations ; But yet the 
Work is not ſo ſecure, but that Imprudence in ſome, and 
Violence in others, and Malice in thoſe that are enemies t0 
Jour worthy Proceedings, are too tov bufte to obſtruft and 
overturn the glorious Buſmneſſe you bave in Hand, T here 
is great need of Watchfulneſſe and Moderation, to make 
| [> Way for an Happy Ujue unto your Proceedings. That 
A 2 there. 
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26 1 ſe wy be he i” > ſin niece we | 
; GOD, and Ton, and } hip Pio in This, (@ weare aft 
| Him an, Tow, - as bis Inflruments 
' therein) 1 crave leave humbly to preſent theſe ſhort Ex- 
. pedients for Peace nnto your Hands, Which if you ſhall 
be pleaſed to accept and countenance, The Beames of your 
favour, T bope, will make them grow, and bring forth 


the deſired Fruit ; And thereby you will exceedingly 
Oblige 


Your Humble and Faithful Servant: 
' inall the Wayesof Holy and 
Wy, Righteous Peace, 
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I: ſ{p=S<az< Hit wealllabour to reconcile God 
= unto us, and to obtain peace with 
him, by an tumble confeffion of 
our ſcverall fins, and true and 
Godly ſorrow . for them, and 
converſion from "them and by 


Union, is the fountain of all our diſcord with one ano- 
ther , ſo onr reconciliation unto him, muſt be the foun« 
dation of onr reconciliation and peace with one another, 
which cannot otherwiſe be comfortably obtained, nor 
firmly eftabliſhed, 1fa. 57. 23. There is no peace to thewick= 
6d, [aith my God. 

' 2. Thar all ſpiritual Tyranny be laid afide whereby men 
| take upon them to make OY or apprehen» 
: fions; and too too often their paſſions, and intereſts, the 
'rule of other mens conſciences. And that the impo 

of rules be left unto the Magiſtrate and Governour. 
. 3- That the ſpiriFof abomination may be abandoned, 
whereby Sathan hath taught people to rejeR things as _. 
wicked end Wnpnnnts Decade Gilers wine hey SUE 
_emprice- 
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*  embracechem. Andthatthe frnles of perſons; may not 
eldid upon callings, or uponthcirtenents, + -- -: + 
4+ Thar we may rake heed of a private ſpirit, whereby 
people arc fo apt to require, that all things may be done to 
the (atisfationof rhem, and of their party; withoutany 
orat leaſt-an equall regard unto others, as if their con- 
cernments were the onely intereſt of the world, and rheir 
apprehenſfions or opinions,the rules of Government to all 
mankinde. Which abominable pride, and uncharitable 
negleR of others, is the grear. Mine of divifion. But we 
muſt remember thatthe ccfigne of rhe framing and re- 
forming of Church-matrers, is nor o'11y to pleaſe or ſa- 
tisfic, thoſe that arc ot this or that periwaſion, burtopro- 
vide forthe good of all. Not only to ſecure or reQtifie 
thoſe that are within, bur alſo to gaine and bring in thoſe 
that are without, 1 Cor. 10. 32. We muſt grve no offence, 
neither tothe Jewes, nor to the Gentiles, ner to the Church of 
| God, 1 Cor.9«21. Bui become all thinzs to all men, that by 
all meants we may gaine ſome. We muſt conſider what is 
the concernments of Papiſts, of Turkes, of Jewes, of 
Heathens, as well as of our ſelves; That we may remove 
all impediments and dilcouragements from them.,and give 
them all inducements, and helps, that we can, to bring 
them into the truth It is a very great. miſtake in the. re. 
forming of things in the Church, to go as far as we can, 
from thoſe thar are ſtrangers or enemies to the truth; In- 
deed we ſhould come as neer them, as :God. will give us 
leave, that we may bring them over unto us. I admire 
the wiſdome of our reformers in this Point, and. ſee .and 
pitty. the follics of thoſe that are wiſer in their own. cons 
ccipts; We ſhould aske our ſelves. ſome: times .. the 
queſtion,'Quore pars mand; ſumus : haw gicata pant of the 
World we are. And. nat (et. ſuch. a yalkw: upon..our 
: | _ . {elves 
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| 6. Thartit be reſolved that the peace of the Church, is 
aboveall Ceremonies whatſoever. And that thoſe things 
ought to be ordered not by private men, but by-Govern- 
ours, as appeareth moſt conducible tocdification, and con- 
verſion. And thattheſe walls of the Church, ſhould be 
madcallof Load-ſtone; not only to.defend thoſe that are 
within by their ſtrength, but alſoto draw thoſe thar are 
' without. And we muſt take heed of that fooliſh and per« 
nicionserrour, which is ſo often committed in the ſpiri=- 
tuall ArchitcQure of theſe latter dayes. Whereby men 
are ſo intent, upon the ſarisfaRion and the making of the 
Wall,thart they forget to make theGateto admit others in 
or to let us out to them, ro do them good, And have gone 
about to bring the Church to the ſtate of Laiſh in -too 
too great a meaſure, ads, 18. 7. To have no buſineſſe with 
any an, We muſt remember the true Church hath the 
chargeof the falſe and corrupt members of the World, 
tocndcayourto laye and bring them in. | 
-7:That all names of rife and diviſion(as to-any odious 
or contumelious ufe of them.) may be aboliſhed, as 
Puritans, Presbytcrians, Independents, Cavelicrs, &c. 
that. they may not be Enſfigacs of contention amongſt 
1 $. Thar 
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= "Thar the ſafe way: wha it's tobe found, nay 
Dae controverſics and diſcourſes «  wayes . 
that are more dangerous,- vis, -That that” which 4 4s fafe - 
may be embraced, and that: which appeateth queſtions- 
ble rejeRed.,/ © 
- 10. Thatallthe Rules of God, as well one; as ano- 
ther, yetio their ſcverall orders may be acknowledged 
and owned, vie, 1. ' The Ruleof truth, of FPS 
juſtice, and} purity. 

| - "2, of Order, 
3- of Charity. 
4. of Expcdience. 

And that that wiſc ſaying of Mr. Calvin may beem- 
braced and praiſed, Sicut Charitas fidei, its libertas 
ſubjiciends eff Charitati, As our charity isto be ſiibjeRt un-: 
toour faith, ſo our liberty is tobe ſubjeR ugto our chas: 
rity. 
11. That there may be ſome of the moſt moderate, 
and fincere, uningaged of all partics choſen, co enter- 
taine a faire diſcourfe about matters in controverſy, and ' 
a moderatour appointed, and that this be mariaged in 
private, that weak People may not be preſent, who are” 
not able to judg-of the force of an Argument, "Re-- 
membring the Ruleof the holy Apoſtle. Rom t qt Hime? 
that. is weak in the fatth reibos Je, but not t8 doubtfult- 
diſpmations. 13+ That 
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15. Thatthoſe things wherein we differ may be coms 
poſed, by an appeale to thoſe things wherein we a= 


Yree. 
17. That mifteries of Religion be allowed tobe above 

 theſearch of humanereaſon, and not cxpoled to: the un= 

,-- found force of arguments, drawn ab abſurds Conſequente 

* *fromabſurd conſequences, which is' not ſafe to be uſed 
butin'matters that arecleare unto reaſon. 

18. Thatthe analogy of theText and Analogy of Faiths 
rogether with the univerſall dorine and practiſe of the 
Church; be adinirred for the great deciders of differences. 

19.: That worldly intereſt of all ſorts may be ſhut out 
| forawranglerand'a-make-bate, and thatall theſethingsbe 
| refigned up-entirely'to:the Parliament; remembring that 
} heis injurious that ſceketh toobraine that which is _ 
4: oo wile 
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"Zo Ea. : iS rf dQ 104 
WES, _ Toconclude, let pride, ambition, covetouſneſſe, ſuſpition, 
> which is. venenum- amicitie, the poyſox of peace and amity, 
be abandoned, letall reſolve to keep within the bownds-of 
their-cellings and within the limits that God hath cir- 
cumſcribed about - them in their re/erjons, and places, to 
bear with the infirmities of one another,and make a charitable 
interpretation of other mens actions, not taking upon them 
to judge farther. then they can ſee, and caſt out that 
opinion which is the incendiary in. all ſocieties, that the 
miſcariage of others towards we diſchargeth us of our duties 
towards them, Let us pardon oneanother, and beleive that 
Chriſtians can forgive the greateſt injuries, x Thef. 4. 171: 
and let us ffudy to be quiet, and do our own buſineſs, Rom. 
12.21. 4nd labour to overcome evill with good. Which is 
the moſt glorious way of Conqueſt, -and Victory over 
our Enemies. Letusagree in thoſe things wherin we do 
agree, and in that whereunto we have attained. Phil. 3; 
16, Let cs walk bythe ſame rule,and mind the ſame thines, 
according to that excellent rule of the Apoſtle, Jet. ws put 
01 peaceable affettions and pray for peace, and not ſuffer-aif+ 
ference in opinions, to dilcharge from Chriſtian: love and 
Communion, which is the great door, at which we muſt en- 
ter 
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